
 

September 23, 2021 

 

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 

Majority Leader 

United States Senate 

322 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries  

Democratic Caucus Chair 

United States House of Representatives 

B-245 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

Dear Majority Leader Schumer and Democratic Caucus Chair Jeffries, 

We are writing to express concern with the efficacy of the administration of the Emergency 

Rental Assistance Program (“ERAP”) by New York’s administering agency, the Office of 

Temporary and Disability Assistance (“OTDA”). 

In a press release from September 14, 2021, the U.S. Department of Treasury (“Treasury”) 

announced that billions of dollars from the second round of the Emergency Rental Assistance 

(“ERA2”) will be expeditiously made available to high-performing state and local government 

grantees. Treasury stated “In response to an increasing number of grantees expending their 

existing funds, Treasury is launching a process for high-performing grantees to draw down the 

remainder of their ERA2 funding. Grantees are eligible once they have substantially expended 

their ERA1 allocation and obligated at least 75% of the ERA2 funding that Treasury previously 

paid to them.” 

Treasury has highlighted high performing programs from across the country which are efficiently 

spending federal rent relief funds and leveraging application simplification and eviction 

diversion programs within the courts. Housing Court is often the only venue through which 

parties meet to resolve rent non-payment situations and would be an effective place for federal 

rent relief dollars to be efficiently distributed. In New York, this has been prevented by headline-

friendly, but ultimately unhelpful, eviction moratoriums that the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled 



are faulty and punitive towards property owners. New York, thanks to heated and threatening 

rhetoric of the radical left, has become a model for rent relief dysfunction. 

On September 21, 2021, Governor Kathy Hochul sent a letter to Secretary Yellen that stated 

“...the State has obligated and/or paid over $1.6 billion of ERAP assistance. This includes 

payment of over $517.5 million on behalf of over 40,000 households.” But obligated funds and 

paid out funds are two different things. Only funds that are actually reaching the tenants and 

property owners provide the relief needed and intended. New York State likely has not met 

Treasury’s standard for high-performing grantees because less than half of the state’s allocation 

has been paid out to either tenants or property owners, which, despite Governor Hochul’s 

emphasis on bureaucratic process, is the measure of programmatic success. 

We have heard a myriad of excuses as to why tenants and landlords in New York have not 

received the federal dollars allocated to provide rental payments. 

We have heard the excuse that New York is in the midst of a gubernatorial transition, but these 

problems far pre-dated former Governor Andrew Cuomo’s departure, and were predictable 

costly sticking points that were long ago flagged by property owners but ignored. On top of that, 

this situation has been driven by the New York State Legislature’s Democratic supermajority.  

We have heard that New York is a complicated and large housing market, but that is not a new 

phenomenon and should have been accounted for, and certainly is not a reason for a deplorable 

and often broken online application.  

We have heard the excuse that landlords are not participating in the program, but the truth is 

quite the opposite. Over 90,000 applications are waiting for OTDA to provide assistance to 

property owners, many of whom have been caught in a loop of repeatedly uploading required 

documents that are not acknowledged.  

We have heard that reopening Housing Court for non-payment proceedings will lead to a tidal 

wave of evictions, but the numbers do not support this fear mongering. In fact, in 2019, less than 

2% of court filings resulted in eviction. Housing Court is where evictions are avoided, 

notwithstanding the usual rhetoric from professional activists. Especially now, with federal 

dollars attached to increased tenant protections, Housing Court is a vital component of 

administering rent relief that has been shut down due to politics, not policy. 

Time is of the essence in addressing costly shortcomings in New York’s rent relief program. 

Tenants want to remove their debt obligations, property owners want to get paid back rent owed, 

and the federal government intended for these funds to get to those in need quickly. It is 

Albany’s one-party dysfunction and politics-before-policy mentality that is delaying tenants and 

property owners funding and wrecking a foundational part of our state’s economy.  

We insist that your offices, as Democratic Members of Leadership from New York in both 

chambers of the U.S. Congress, hold the state accountable to quickly disburse vital rent relief 



dollars, now stalled by Albany dysfunction, in order to help those for whom this money is 

intended and to preserve future funding allocations.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

 

        
Lee Zeldin       Tom Reed 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

     
Claudia Tenney      Andrew Garbarino 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

      
Chris Jacobs       Elise Stefanik 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 
Nicole Malliotakis 

Member of Congress 


